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Blessed are they whoé  
 ñ...live today, in such a way 

that others can live tomorrow!ò 

Is this the ninth Beatitude?  Well it should be.  For the past four hundred years up to the 
present moment the IBVM community has been living this quote.  During these hundreds of 
years the IBVM sisters have embraced many ministries, social justice, education, and many 
more, but the constant throughout time has been their commitment to education.  

One of the little known education ministries is the Loretto Extension Service (LES) based at 
Wheaton.  Forty-two years ago (1969), Sister Mary Simpkin  was concerned about one of 
her students dropping out of school  because of health issues, 
causing her educational future to be wiped-out.  Maryôs 
sensitivity and concern for this young woman moved her to 
begin the development of an alternative program for finishing 
high schoolé a correspondence course (Loretto Extension 
Service).  Much like all new endeavors, it began with a dream, 
very little money (a $500 loan), donated office supplies, and a 
great, great deal of hard work for those who had a full-time 
teaching responsibility as well. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

Direction Statement 
of the Institute of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

We will work to 
integrate our active 
apostolic spirituality 

in community for 
mission with the 

conviction that our 
mission is to stand in 
a direct way with the 
powerless, those on 

the fringes of society. 
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Fulfilling a Dream  

From left, IBVM Sisters: Frances McCarron, Mary Alfred Guillard, Mary Simpkin, Marietta Brummel,  
Francis DeMott, Rosemary Lynch, Marilynn Marsh and Betty Crotty.  Not pictured: Barb Nelson, IBVM 
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Online and In Touch  

We constantly update our  

email lists and would love  

to hear from you!  

Please email us at  

development@ibvm.org.  
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Blessed Virgin Mary  
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Keep in touch with us!  

And visit our website,  

www.ibvm.us, for more  

information on how the  

IBVM Sisters are making a 

difference through their  

ministries and how you can  

Get Involved too!  

From the Director  

 

 

Dear Friends,  

Weôre unveiling our new 
look with this issue of the 
IBVM Connections . We hope 
youôll enjoy the interesting 
stories included here about 
the Sisters, our ministries 
and friends. The Sisters and 
our Office of Development 
work side by side to keep 
you informed of the IBVM 
outreach. We will include 
new ideas as time goes on but for now, this is a fresh 
new look for Connections. We hope you like it. 

The events and news contained here gives you just a 
glimpse of the total involvement of the Sisters, 
Associates and Volunteers working together to share 
the glory of God and all creation. Enjoy reading in 
this issue about Loretto Extension Services and our 
mission work in El Salvador.  Whether here in 
Wheaton or another part of the world, the IBVM 
Sisters and ministries flourish because of the 
interaction with those in greater need.  

There is nothing like being with good friends! Thank 
you for supporting two very successful fundraising 
events: The Loretto Gala and Eleanor Holland 
Memorial Golf Outing. Your gracious financial 
support is amazing! Weôre getting ready to plan for 
next year just after the holidays so, if youôd like to be 
involved, weôd love to have you join us! 

It goes without saying that together we can achieve 
much. The Sisters are here for you and pray for you. 
We will continue to share their news and dreams for 
the future. We hope youôll stay in touch with us. 
Thatôs what our Connection is all about. 

With gratitude,  
 
 
 
 

Anne Delaney 

 

Privacy Policy  

We do not make public any personal data 
contained in the IBVM Office of 

Development records, nor do we publish the 
amounts of monetary gifts to the IBVM.  

Also be assured that we do not sell our office 
mailing list to any list resource companies or 

other interested parties.  

Donations Accepted  

Online <Anytime  

www.ibvm.us  

Click on ñGet Involvedò 
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Originally designed only for Loretto 
Woodlawn students, the program 
through the years has slowly grown 
beyond those borders.     Today, the 
program has a diverse student body.  
There are the returning students 
who are unable to graduate, there 
are those who, because of injury or 
illness, are unable to attend school, 
and others with learning disabilities 
that might choose a lighter schedule.  
Some students who are suspended 
from school are allowed to finish 
course work with LES.  Occasionally, 
students will apply to LES for a 
course in order to free up time 
during the regular school year so he/
she can then take advanced 
placement courses.  Each need is 
different and requires flexible plans 
and much contact with students, 
counselors, and parents during the 
course of study. 

Over the years, the curriculum has 
grown to 50 available courses, 
including Religious Studies, Health, 
Language Arts, Social Studies, 
History, Economics, Fine Arts, and 
Math.  Each course has 10 lessons 
and a final exam, making for many, 
many papers to correct.  There are 
approximately 44 schools that refer 
their students to LES and there are 
about 500 registrations per year.  In 
light of the number of students and 
the number of courses, Sister 
Marietta Brummel , the Extension 
Director, and the volunteer staff of 
retired IBVM Sisters is doing a 
tremendous job. 

Any given day, including Saturday, 
you might see a sister in the office 
correcting papers, writing a note to a 
student or contacting a counselor. 
This dedication goes back to that 
ñninth beatitudeò quoted above.  The 

wide support of this program is 
clearly due to a very long list of 
Sisters who, over the past 42 years, 
have been an inspiration to students 
and all who are familiar with the 
program. 

As we move forward in the second 
decade of the twenty-first century 
some things are still a ñconstantò in 
the dreams of the Loretto Extension 
Service:  1)  increase the staff of 
teachers, 2)  secure volunteers to do 
data-entry and help with other office 
duties,  3) acquire new technology 
with more up -to-date processes. 

Four hundred plus years of living 
that ñninth Beatitude!ò  What an 
inspiration!  Hopefully we can 
ñdreamò with the LES and work with 
them to make dreams come true. 

-- Mary Jo Taska 

(Continued from page 1) 

Thank you for Walking With Us  

Over 450 friends and family members joined the IBVM Sisters on July 17 at the 18th  Annual Loretto Gala .  The food 
was superb, the Silent Auction and Tuppence gift displays were truly inspired, and the crowd was very enthusiastic. 

We attained $148,555.13 in net income this year, and 
want to thank all of our wonderful and generous donors 
who found a way to give even during these difficult times.   

Another well -deserved thank you goes to our loyal 
volunteers who helped in so many ways to make this a 
success.  Pictures have been added to our website: http://
ibvm.us/Gala2011WalkWithUsphotos.htm.  
 

 

Mark your calendars for next 
yearôs Galað July 29, 2012!  

 
If youôd like to help in the planning or production of the 
2012 Gala, weôd love to hear from you.  Please contact 
our Office of Development at 630-682-9097 or 
development@ibvm.org 

Gala 2011ðDrury Lane Ballroom 

Sue Swarthout and Sr. Julie Stapleton 
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IN MEMORIAM  

 

Margaret Quinlan, IBVM  

 

On June 23rd Margaret returned whole and healed to our 
God, bringing her rich creativity, special humor and 
IBVM spirit.  Margaret is the daughter of the late John 
and Mary Helen Quinlan and sister of Jack, Joe, P.J., 

Noel  and the late Tom.  
During her 54 years in 
the Institute, Margaret 
ministered at St. Adrian -
Chicago, St. John 
Vianney-Northlake, St. 
Gregory-Phoenix, Our 
Lady of Assumption-
Carmichael, CA, St. 
Catherine of Alexandria-
Oak Lawn, St. Raymond-
Joliet, Ministry to the 
Sick-Wheaton, Hispanic 
Ministry -Immokalee, 
FL, Wellspring Womenôs 
Center-Sacramento and 
finally to Wheaton as 
teacher in Extension 
ministry.  Everywhere 
Margaret went she left a 
trail of ñMargaret 

stories,ò funny stories, stories of quiet kindnesses. 

One of Margaretôs gifts was her amazing thoughtfulness 
toward the Sisters in our infirmary.  She never needed a 
job description.  She created them.  She often took an 
infirm Sister to shop for a new dress or shoes. One 
summer she drove an elderly Sister to Lake Geneva for a 
mini -vacation just to see beautiful scenery and have a 
special restaurant dinner. 

At her evening funeral liturgy in the Wheaton chapel, 
Margaretôs brothers joined the large gathering of Sisters 
and friends.  Then at the close of the liturgy, Loretto 
chapel was filled with a tune clearly reminiscent of 
Margareté.. ñSing, Sing a Song, Sing out Loud, Sing out 
Strongé..ò Margaret could sing verses of songs from the 
50ôs to Beyonce.  An IBVM  Constitution challenges our 
Sisters to ñbring a wholeheartedness and energy to our 
relationships, a maturity and creativity to our ministry.ò  
Margaret lived this well.  

ðLorraine Crawford, IBVM  

 
WOMEN  

should and can  

PROVIDE  

something more than  

ordinary in the face  

of the common  

NEED  

 Mary Ward, Foundress 

Sister Eleanor Holland  
Memorial Golf Outing  

Our August 8 golf outing at Ridge Country Club was the 
8th annual event in memory of Sister Eleanor Holland.  
The day started out wonderfully, and the 1pm shotgun 
start went off without a hitch.  After about 14 holes, the 
skies opened up and the golfers retreated indoors to 
enjoy dinner, drinks and raffle prizes.  The hole-in -one 
prize, an Acura TSX donated by McGrath Acura, went 
unclaimed. 

We realized $11,853.51 for this event, and greatly ap-
preciate the generosity of the many donors and help 
from our wonderful volunteers.  A special thanks to 
IBVM friends: Terri Risolo, Beth Sullivan and Patti 
Scheuman for their commitment to this event.  

Jack and Judy Holland 
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Out and About  

Helen Timothy, IBVM  
is the new Principal of 
Salpointe, a Carmelite 
Catholic High School 
located in the southern 
desert of Tucson, Arizona.  
Salpointe, a college prep 
school with an enrollment 
of about 1100 students on 
a forty acre campus, 
opened in 1950 and was 
named to honor 
Archbishop John Baptist 
Salpointe, the first Bishop of Tucson.  Helen is in 
charge of the day-to-day operations of the school 
including instruction, faculty, student services, 
campus ministry and athletics and ñconsiders it an 
honor to minister with the familiesò of Salpointe. 

 

Therese OôSullivan, 
IBVM was one of the 
five finalists awarded a 
$6500 grant from 
Impact 100 Chicago, 
ñWomen Empowering 
Change.ò  Therese is the 
Director of Martin de 
Porres House of Hope in 
Chicago and is well 
known for the great 
work she does there to 
protect defenseless 

women and their children from domestic violence, 
the trauma of having nowhere to turn and help with 
their addictions.  

 

Congratulations to 
Barbara Nelson, IBVM , 
teacher at St. Francis HS in 
Wheaton, IL.  The students 
dedicated their yearbook to 
Barb and had a unique page 
at the beginning extolling 
some of the highlights of 
their teacher.  Barb is an 
alum of St. Francis and has 
returned there as a religion 
and math teacher as well as 
being the chair of the Religion Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terri Stafford, IBVM was 
selected as ñTeacher of the Yearò by 
the Prescott (AZ) Post of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Terri 
created a school-wide theme for 
the year called ñThe Spirit Leads 
the Way.ò  She connected learning 
expectations with monthly 
American saints and social justice 
lessons.  Terri also created a 
classroom ñBill of Rightsò based on 

Catholic 
social teaching.  (The Catholic Sun, 
Phoenix) 

The groundbreaking for the new St. 
Rita HS Student Commons took place 
on Aug. 26, 2011.  It has been named 
the ñMcCarthy Center for Ritamenò in 
honor of Father Tom McCarthy, 
OSA (St ADô79, St Rô83) and his 
parents.  He is also the schoolôs 
president.      Tom is not only an 
alum, but he is a friend and 
benefactor of the IBVM community.  

ðMarguerite Caulfield, IBVM  

Mass of Remembrance  

Sunday, November 13, 2011  

2:30 p.m.  

Loretto Convent, Wheaton, IL  
Reservations are recommended.  

Please call 630 -682-9097  
or email development@ibvm.org  

to reserve your place  

Salpointe Campus 


